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Meet	Our	New	Family	Members	
When	 it	 comes	 down	 to	 it,	 it’s	 all	 about	 transforming	 lives.	 The	
fundraising	events,	the	website,	the	emails,	this	newsletter	–	it’s	all	
about	raising	awareness	and	money	to	transform	the	lives	of	FTD’s	
Daughters.	And	thanks	to	your	support,	we	are	transforming	more	
lives	this	year.	

Please	join	us	in	welcoming	the	newest	members	of	our	Chiang	Rai	
family.	 Buchoo,	 Ao,	 Kanlaya,	 Napa	 and	 Lada	 will	 join	 Som-o	 and	
Gaeng	in	grade	school.	Fon	and	Fai	will	 join	May,	Lutha	and	Ratree	
in	 high	 school.	 Dao	 will	 join	 Pompui,	 Meesa	 and	 Busuoy	 as	 FTD’s	
college	daughters.	

Long-time	 FTD	 supporter	 Ann	 Cahill	 was	 in	 Chiang	 Rai	 when	 the	
youngest	 girls	 first	 arrived.	 She	 said,	 “After	 having	 their	 first	
encounters	with	 indoor	plumbing	and	 running	water,	dinner	with	
their	new	family	and	a	box	of	milk,	they	climbed	into	bunk	beds	to	
spend	the	first	night	of	their	young	lives	under	a	solid	roof.”		

						 	 	 	 	 	 	(Continued	on	Page	2)	

We	have	been	in	Thailand	much	of	the	
past	 six	 months	 recruiting	 new	
Daughters	to	fill	the	Sunflower	House	
to	capacity.	

Sadly,	 the	 need	 for	 FTD’s	 services	 is	
increasing	 instead	of	 diminishing.	We	
visited	 homeless	 children	 living	
together	 along	 the	 Burmese	 border,	
teenagers	“aging	out”	of	orphanages,	
girls	 living	 in	 villages	 run	 amok	 with	
rabid	 dogs	 and	 even	 kindergarteners	
working	as	forced	laborers.	

As	 a	 result,	 we	 decided	 to	 increase	
and	 expand	 our	 support	 for	 at	 risk	
girls.	 We	 converted	 our	 guesthouse	
into	a	dormitory	and	have	established	
a	Sunflower	House	in	Chiang	Khong	in	
partnership	 with	 the	 Child	 Rights	
Protection	 Center.	 We	 now	 have	 an	
expanded	family	of	25	girls	with	plans	
to	 reach	 even	more	over	 the	 coming	
years.	

Thanks	for	your	Friendship,	Patty	and	
Jane		

Fon,	17,	11th	grade	Buchoo,	10,	2nd	grade	 Ao,	11,	5th	grade	

Fai,	15,	10th	grade	

Kanlaya,	11,	5th	grade	
Dao,	19,		college	

freshman	 Lada,	9,	1st	grade	

Napa,	9,	2nd	grade	

Congratulations	Busuoy!	
FTD’s	 Busuoy	
graduated	 high	
school	 this	 past	
January	 and	 will	
attend	 college	
later	this	year.	She	
grew	up	homeless,	
which	 profoundly	 impacted	 her.	 One	 day,	
she	 hopes	 to	 help	 the	 homeless	 by	
teaching	 them	 skills	 so	 they	 can	 earn	
money	to	take	care	of	themselves.	
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The	 ages	 of	 our	 incoming	 Daughters	 vary	
intentionally	 so	 we	 can	 keep	 the	 structure	 of	 a	
family	in	place	for	our	“family-scale”	program.	

Their	backgrounds	vary.	Some	are	Buddhists,	some	
are	 Christian,	 and	 some	 are	 Animists.	 Some	 are	
homeless,	 some	 are	 orphaned,	 some	 have	 been	
handed	off	to	extended	family,	some	are	working	as	
migrant	laborers,	some	do	not	have	an	ID,	and	some	
have	parents	addicted	to	drugs.		

The	 common	 denominator	 is	 that	 without	 FTD’s	
intervention,	all	would	be	at	risk	of	being	trafficked	
and	unable	to	pursue	their	dreams.	They	all	express	
an	 eagerness	 and	 willingness	 to	 study	 and	 work	
hard	 to	 make	 their	 dreams	 come	 true.	 FTD	 is	
honored	to	give	them	that	opportunity.		
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An	FTD	Primer	
In	2002,	Jane	McBride	and	Patty	Zinkowski	were	traveling	in	
Northern	 Thailand	 when	 they	 encountered	 a	 group	 of	 15	
girls	 at	 risk	of	human	 trafficking,	 fending	 for	 themselves	 in	
an	 abandoned	 school.	 	They	 decided	 instantly	 that	 they	
would	help	them	and	the	idea	of	Friends	of	Thai	Daughters	
was	born.	 		After	 three	 years	of	providing	 financial	 support	
from	 friends	 and	 family,	 they	 registered	 Friends	 of	 Thai	
Daughters	as	a	501(c)3	charitable	organization	in	2005.	

FTD	 is	 a	 prevention	 organization,	 focusing	 its	 efforts	 on	
those	most	at	risk	of	being	trafficked.	We	use	the	US	State	
Department’s	annual	Trafficking	in	Persons	(TIP	Report)	as	a	
source	of	information	on	the	status	of	trafficking	in	Thailand	
and	also	for	identifying	risk	factors.		

FTD	is	an	intensive,	comprehensive	and	long-term	program.	
We	 provide	 food,	 clothing,	 education,	 housing	 and	
emotional	 support	 in	 a	 family	 environment.	As	of	 2016,	we	
operate	 3	 safe	 houses,	 or	 Sunflower	 Houses	 home	 to	 girls	
ages	8-19.	FTD	also	provides	funding	and	emotional	support	
for	 our	 non-residential	 college	 students	 and	 graduates,	
assisting	 them	 with	 post-graduate	 internships	 and	
employment.		

FTD	 instills	 a	 “pay	 it	 forward”	 ethic	 and	 encourages	 all	 of	
our	 Daughters	 to	 help	 their	 families	 and	 to	 be	 active	 and	
caring	members	of	their	communities.	

A	committed	Board	of	Directors	oversees	FTD.	Co-founders	
Jane	Mc	Bride	and	Patty	Zinkowski,	Global	Program	Director	
Julie	Lamy,	and	Housemother	Mee	Aryi	manage	operations	
supported	by	in-country	staff.	

Please	 visit	 www.friendsofthaidaughters.org	 for	 more	
information.	

	

What	difference	a	day	makes!	Top:	Bu-choo,	Kanlaya,	Napa	and	Lada	arrive	
at	the	Sunflower	House	with	one	change	of	clothes	and	a	pair	of	 flip	 flops.	
Bottom:	A	day	 later	 they	 are	helping	 in	the	yard	with	their	new	big	sisters	
and	mentors,	May	 and	Meesa	 (L	 to	R:	Napa,	 Buchoo,	 Kanlaya,	May,	Meesa	
and	Lada).		This	is	our	family-scale	program	in	action.		

We	 find	 our	 Daughters	 through	 many	 channels:	village	 headmen,	 teachers,	
other	 charities	 and	 foundations,	 simply	 through	 word-of-mouth	 and	 our	
established	network	after	a	decade	of	work	in	the	region.	

Above,	 Patty	 and	 Jane	 visit	 the	 Camelia	 Foundation	 Home	 in	 January.	 The	
Foundation	houses	300	hill	tribe		kids	through	grade	9.		
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Sponsor	a	Daughter	
With	new	Daughters	 in	 the	 Sunflower	House,	we	have	 an	even	 greater	need	 for	 individuals,	
families,	colleagues	and	friends	to	sign	up	for	Daughter	Sponsorships.	Sponsors	donate	$200	a	
month	 ($2400/year)	 and	 communicate	 with	 a	 Daughter	 regularly	 via	 Skype	 and/or	 by	 mail.	
Sponsors	 learn	 about	 life	 at	 the	 Sunflower	 House	 and	 Thai	 culture.	 Daughters	 practice	 their	
English	and	learn	about	other	cultures	and	families.	For	more	information	on	sponsorships,	visit	
our	website	or	email	us.	

Sign-up	for	Jane’s	Tours	(and	
Camps)	of	Thailand	

Jane	 is	establishing	FTD	Tours	of	Thailand	and	Camps	for	
High	School	Students	

It	 is	 hard	 to	 fully	 appreciate	 FTD	
unless	you	visit	the	program.	Ask	FTD	
supporter	 and	 advocate	 Corrie	
Dretler	 (photo	 right)	 who	 visited	 in	
January.	 “The	 FTD	 family	 welcomed	
me	with	open	arms.	 It	 is	 so	clearly	a	
family,	 a	 family	 who	 cares	 about	
each	 other.	 The	 bond	 the	 sisters	
share	 is	 no	 different	 than	 my	 own	
daughters.”	

Jane	 is	 organizing	 and	 leading	 trips	 to	 Northern	 Thailand	 to	
raise	 awareness,	 enthusiasm	 and	 support	 for	 FTD’s	 program.	
Each	trip	is	a	great	opportunity	to	meet	the	girls,	visit	their	hill	
tribe	 villages,	 taste	 authentic	 Thai	 food	 and	 experience	 Thai	
culture	 in	 a	 small	 group	 setting.	 There	 will	 be	 two	 types	 of	
trips:	gold	(5-star	lodging)	and	silver	(moderately-priced	guest	
house	lodging).	Trips	are	tentatively	scheduled	for	January	11-
18	 and	 January	 18-25,	 2017.	 If	 you	 have	 your	 own	 group	 of	
eight,	we	can	customize	your	tour.	
	
Also	 beginning	 in	 2016,	 week-long	 “camps”	 for	 high	 school	
students	will	be	 led	 by	 Jane.	The	camp	will	 be	a	 cultural	 and	
language	exchange	opportunity	with	the	FTD	family.		
	
Contact	 Jane	 at	 jane@friendsofthaidaughters.org	 to	 learn	
more.		
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Chauncey	 Erskine,	 son	 of	 FTD	 Board	 member	 Kim	 Erskine,	 along	 with	 his	
brother	Caleb	and	friend	Ben,	joined	FTD’s	Julie	Lamy	at	the	Sunflower	House	
in	January	this	year.	Chauncey	is	producing	a	short	video	about	FTD,	which	will	
premiere	at	the	Sunflower	Celebration.	

New	Partner	and	Program		
Programs	 flourish	 and	 grow	 when	 the	 right	 combination	 of	
people	and	energy	are	at	the	table.	That	is	the	case	for	FTD	right	
now.	We	 have	 caring	 communities	 of	 support	 throughout	 the	
US	and	abroad	as	well	as	an	active	Board	of	Directors	and	staff.	

And	 FTD	 is	 engaging	 new	 partners	 to	 ensure	 its	 program	
remains	intensive	and	comprehensive	as	it	grows.		

FTD	 is	proud	 to	announce	 it	
is	 the	 first	 Thai	 partner	 for	
LIT	 World.	 LIT	 World	
(www.litworld.org)	 is	 an	
NGO	 dedicated	 to	
developing	 the	 confidence	 our	 adolescent	 daughters	 need	 to	
share	 their	 stories	while	 improving	 their	writing,	 speaking	 and	
leadership	skills.	LIT	World	will	provide	curriculum	and	support	
to	implement	the	program.	Aoy	Sanyee,	an	FTD	Board	member	
and	 graduate,	 is	 the	 Partner	 Coordinator	 and	 Mentor	 and	 is	
joined	by	Khun	Thoo,	Mentor	for	our	Chiang	Khong	LIT	Club.	

Intensive	mentoring	is	one	of	the	primary	reasons	FTD	program	
graduates	have	flourished.	FTD	is	currently	developing	a	robust	
mentor-mentee	program	based	on	best	practices	such	as	WEDU	
(www.weduglobal.org)	for	its	emerging	and	college	Daughters.	
If	you	are	interested	in	becoming	a	mentor,	please	email	us.	

Marlene	B.	Seltzer	Joins	FTD	Board	
Marlene	is	the	recently	retired	CEO	of	
Jobs	 for	 the	 Future,	 a	 nationally	
recognized	 non-profit	 organization	
helping	 low-income	 youth	 and	 their	
families	 gain	 economic	 mobility.		
Throughout	 her	 career,	 she	 has	
worked	closely	with	the	philanthropic,	
education,	and	business	 communities	
to	 build	 partnerships	 and	 pathways	
for	young	people	to	gain	the	education	in	our	global	economy.	
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Preventing	Child	Trafficking	in	the	Golden	Triangle	

Web:	www.friendsofthaidaughters.org	

Email:	info@friendsofthaidaughters.org	

Discounted	Lodging	for	Out-of-Town	Guests	

The	FTD	family	is	spread	across	the	globe.	We	hope	our	Maine	family	and	others	outside	of	the	Boston	area	will	join	us.	Two	hotels	just	5	
miles	from	the	event	venue	are	offering	discounts	to	the	FTD	family.	To	reach	the	Hampton	Inn	in	Natick	call	508-653-5000.	To	reach	the	
Hotel	Indigo	in	Newton	call	866-246-3446.	Contact	the	hotels	no	later	than	May	15	and	let	them	know	you	are	with	“Friends	of	Thai	
Daughters”	to	receive	our	discount.	 	 	

2016	 Sunflower	 Celebration	 Set	 for	
June	16	
Come	 join	 us	 for	 the	 2016	 Sunflower	 Celebration:	 an	
opportunity	to	dance,	celebrate,	raise	money	for	FTD	and	meet	
FTD’s	 daughters.	 This	 year’s	 Celebration	 will	 be	 held	 in	
Wellesley,	 MA,	 marking	 a	 return	 to	 FTD’s	 Boston	 roots.	 Visit	
FTD’s	website	for	event	details	and	to	purchase	tickets.		

Inanna,	Sisters	 in	Rhythm	return	with	auctioneer	Doug	Gimbel.		
We	 will	 auction	 a	 trip	 to	 Thailand	 and	 other	 fantastic	
experiential	 items	 for	 the	Red	 Sox	 fan,	 the	boater,	 the	 golfer,	
the	diner	and	more.		

Joining	 Patty,	 Jane	 and	 Julie	 on	 the	 event	 committee	 is	 an	
illustrious	 group	 of	 volunteers:	 Beth	 Dininio,	 Corrie	 Dretler,	
Ellen	 Ishkanian,	 Celeste	 Myers,	 Patti	 Salvucci	 and	 Christina	
Zwart.	Pro-bono	graphic	design	for	the	event	provided	by	Tara	
Gold.	
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