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A Message from 
Patty & Jane 

FTD Families and Partners Gather (and laugh) 
Together in Chiang Rai 
The Chiang Rai and Chiang Khong families held a reunion in Chiang 
Rai in January. Joining them were guests from key FTD partners 
LIT World, Global G.L.O.W., the Otto and Fran Walter Foundation 
and Center for Girls. 

Chiang Khong-based Center for Girls provides programs to combat 
human trafficking, gender-based violence and child abuse in the 
region. U.S.-based LIT World and Global G.L.O.W. grow self-
esteem, resilience and literacy while supporting a worldwide 
network of LIT Clubs. The Walter Foundation is a pivotal FTD 
funding partner.  

LIT Club led by FTD’s Aoy was the highlight of the reunion resulting 
in many “shooting stars.” (During LIT Clubs, you say the words 
“shooting star” and wave your hands to “send” a shooting star to 
show support for someone.) The love was palpable.  
 
Of her visit, the Walter Foundation’s Marty Helman said, “In all my 
years of involvement with international development, I have never 
met young people who are so conscious of how they are being 
supported, or so eager to ‘pay it forward’ and magnify the value of 
what FTD can accomplish.”  
 
Photo L to R: front row - Mollie, Neung, Sorng, Faii, Lada, Suda, Ice, Ivy; 2nd row - Kylie, Bushoo, 
Ploy Yai, Nara, Seedah, Jun, and Ploy Lek; 3rd row - Mee, Emily, Jennifer, May, Kanlaya, Gaeng, 
Napa, See, Mind, On, Annie, A, Jane, Marty, and Ratree; 4th row - Joy, Lily, Corrie, Aorn, May, Aoy, 
Lutha, Honey, Deuan, Julie and Meesa. 

It has been a very busy few months. We 
are working hard to strengthen and sustain 
our newly expanded program. With new 
partners and a new Sunflower House, we 
are now providing FTD’s intensive, 
comprehensive and long-term program to 
40 Daughters!  

For our small organization, this is an 
amazing accomplishment that is only 
possible thanks to your generosity, the 
talent and dedication of our staff and 
Board, along with the commitment of our 
partners. 

Please enjoy this newsletter and see the 
many wonderful names and faces that 
are part of our growing family. If you 
would like to become more involved, 
please let us know. 

Khob khun kha, Patty & Jane 

Congratulations Khun Too! 

In recognition of her 20 years helping the 
most vulnerable in the Chiang Khong region, 
Puangthong “Too” Takan has won two awards 
since October. Khun Too is FTD’s Chiang 
Khong Sunflower House Director. She won 
The Award of Excellence for her anti-
trafficking network and was recently 
recognized for “Working for under-privileged 
women and children in the Chiang Khong sub-
district.”   
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An FTD Primer 

In 2002, Jane McBride and Patty Zinkowski were traveling in 
Northern Thailand when they encountered a group of 15 girls 
at risk of human trafficking, fending for themselves in an 
abandoned school. They decided instantly that they would help 
them and the idea of Friends of Thai Daughters was born. 
After three years of providing financial support from friends 
and family, they registered Friends of Thai Daughters as a 
501(c)3 charitable organization in 2005. 

FTD is a prevention organization, focusing its efforts on those 
most at risk of being trafficked. We use the U.S. State 
Department’s annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report as a 
source of information on the status of trafficking in Thailand 
and also for identifying risk factors.  

FTD is an intensive, comprehensive and long-term program. 
We provide food, clothing, education, healthcare, housing and 
emotional support in a family environment. As of 2016, we 
operate safe houses, or Sunflower Houses, in Chiang Rai and 
Chiang Khong for Daughters ages 8-19. FTD also provides 
funding and emotional support and guidance for non-resident 
Daughters, mostly college students and graduates, assisting 
them with post-graduate internships and employment.  

Laughter proves to be contagious for the FTD sisters as Lutha (far right) tries to 
make Faii (center left) laugh during LIT Club. 

On March 7 at 10 in the morning, FTD welcomed the newest member of its second generation. Baby Khun, the son of FTD’s 
General Manager & Housemother, Pitchaya “Mee” Aryi and FTD Property Manager Winai “Diaow” Saharuangkit, was welcomed 
into this world with Grandma (and FTD Co-founder) Jane McBride by his mother’s side. The parents and their son are very happy 
and healthy. Mee joins her FTD sisters Aoy, Na and Ging as new mothers. FTD’s first generation of self-sufficent and educated 
Daughters are becoming loving mothers and thus breaking the cycle of poverty and trafficking risk within their families.  

In March, Chiang Khong Daughter Nara eliminated a huge risk for trafficking when she received her Thai citizenship. Lack of 
documentation is the #1 risk factor for trafficking, not just in Thailand but worldwide. With her citizenship card, Nara will be able 
to travel and study freely. FTD is actively working to obtain documentation for all of its Daughters. 

Lada sends her older “sister”, FTD LIT Club Coordinator and Board member, 
Aoy into a fit of laughter during LIT Club. 

Bangkok Expats Learn 
About FTD 
Suzy Nam and John Brown graciously hosted friends, colleagues 
and fellow expats from the Bangkok offices of Agoda and 
Shorelight Education at their home on January 26. FTD’s Dao 
and Khai shared their dreams while guests learned about FTD’s 
program. FTD Advisor Corrie Dretler and her husband Tom 
generously provided food and drinks. FTD is growing awareness 
and support throughout Thailand.  

May and Kanlaya share their appreciation with Jennifer Estrada, HerStory 
Campaign Director at Global G.L.O.W. and LIT World. 

Breaking the Cycle of Poverty and Reducing Trafficking Risks 

Congratulations to Mee and Diaow and 
welcome Khun! 
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Patti Salvucci Elected Chair 
In December, Patti Salvucci, Executive Director of BNI Massachusetts, 
was elected as Chair of FTD’s Board. Patti learned about FTD in 2005 
at the Boston Film Festival when FTD premiered its documentary 
Daughters & Sons: Preventing Child Trafficking in the Golden Triangle. 
She has visited the Daughters in Thailand several times including this 
past March. In addition to sharing her time, expertise and enthusiasm, 
Patti has connected FTD with BNI and the BNI Foundation, an 
important funding and marketing partner. 

Patti says, “It’s an honor to serve as Chair of FTD. After over a decade 
of involvement, my passion and love for these girls continues to grow. 
I am so proud of each and every one of them for the determination 
they have to advance their education. During my recent visit, it was 
impressive to see how quickly the girls are growing from early 
adolescence into responsible young adults. It’s a testament to the 
success of the FTD family model.” 

 

 

 

Long-time FTD advocates Bill Docker and Tom Stearns recently visited 
the Chiang Rai Sunflower House and spoke with Jane and Mee about 
how they could strengthen the FTD program. Learning English, a key 
component of the FTD program, emerged as a need.  
 
English fluency is important for educational, employment and cultural 
opportunities. Thailand lags behind its ASEAN partners in English 
language skills, limiting the economic and cultural opportunities 
available for Thai and hill tribe people. All of FTD’s Daughters are from 
the hill tribes so English is often their third language after their hill 
tribe language and Thai.  
 
Bill and Tom are graciously underwriting FTD’s new Aunts’ & Uncles’ 
English Program. The program kicked off with the English Summer 
Camp, a month-long, immersive program held over the summer break 
at the Chiang Rai campus with Daughters from both houses. The 
summer camp not only offers an immersive and intensive learning 
experience but also provides a safe space, fun programming and 
bonding opportunity for those Daughters who cannot return safely to 
their home villages over school break. Subject matter includes health 
and wellness, nutrition, career development, art, and yoga. 
 
The Summer Camp Director is FTD Daughter Pui, a Chiang Mai 
University English Education graduate.  
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Winter Visitors Brighten 
Sunflower Houses 
L to R, top to bottom: Dotty Mulcahy with Napa in Chiang Rai; artist 
Cherie Mittenthal helps Dao and her sisters with a mural painting in 
Chiang Rai; Chuck Koch joins P’Too and Jane at the Chiang Khong 
house; GoInspirAsian’s Pauli Sieben joins the Koch family (Chuck, his 
daughter Lisa Maloney and grandson Joey Florian), Cherie, Dotty, Joy 
Adrien, Jane and FTD’s Busuoy, Khai and A in Chiang Mai; FTD Board 
member Kim Eskine (blue shirt) and Chiang Khong volunteer Mollie 
Blouin (black shirt) help support the Chiang Rai family. 

Photo left: Patti with FTD graduates 
and entrepreneurs Pui and Lek at a 
recent BNI meeting in Chiang Rai. 
Pui and Lek learned about the 
importance of networking as a life 
skill. 

New English Summer Camp 
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Preventing Child Trafficking in the Golden Triangle 
Web: www.friendsofthaidaughters.org 

Email: info@friendsofthaidaughters.org 

Sunflower Celebrations Planned for May 11 
and August 4 
FTD’s Sunflower Celebrations are not just fundraising events, they are fun – seriously fun! 
They area also a great opportunity to meet FTD’s Daughters. Tickets are on sale now. Don’t 
miss out. 

On May 11, Elm Bank will welcome us back for our 2nd Annual BNI Sunflower Celebration in 
Wellesley. Committee members Shelby Crisman, Beth Dininio, Dolly DiPesa, Corrie Dretler, 
Erica Gifford, Barbara Hawtrey, Ellen Ishkanian, Maria Kingston, Jane McBride, Kate Moore, 
Cel Myers, Patti Salvucci and Patty Zinkowski are creating a fantastically fun auction with 
unique travel experiences. Guests will enjoy Thai food, Thai-inspired drinks and the night 
bazaar. BNI, Stillpoint Farm, DiPesa & Company CPAs and Brasco & Sons Memorials have 
stepped up as sponsors. 

On August 4, Darrows Barn in Damariscotta is the site of the Sunflower Celebration’s return 
to mid-coast Maine. The event includes Thai + Maine fusion food and drinks, an entertaining 
and interactive live auction and a reverse raffle with a 1:300 chance to win $3,000. A limited 
number of extra raffle tickets are available to buy. Country Coach Charters is providing 
courtesy transportation for Boothbay area guests. Committee members Rosa Ergas, Kim 
Erskine, Janet Fowle, Adele Gale, Douglas Gimbel, Brady Hatch, Ellen James, Julie Lamy, Mark 
Lazzari and Jane McBride are pulling together a very entertaining night. Donating financial 
support, food and drink are sponsors Mexicali Blues, Gallagher, Villeneuve & DeGeer, The 
First, Morning Dew Farm, Split Rock Distilling, Oxbow Brewing Company, Mook Sea Farm, Best 
Thai and Long Grain Restaurants. 

Tickets for each event or combo tickets for both events can be purchased online or by check. 
For information, please email us. 

Photos on left: Top - The 2015 Sunflower Celebration in Boothbay Harbor packed the Opera House. Middle - Auctioneer 
extraordinaire Douglas Gimbel returns to both Sunflower Celebrations in 2017 (seen here with Patty Z). Bottom – Long-time FTD 
advocates Lynnie Tucker, Janet McBride, Pauli Sieben and Sally McBride hug it out with Mee at the 2016 night bazaar.  


