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A Message from 
Patty & Jane 

Sunflower House Families Welcome New 
Daughters 
The Chiang Rai and Chiang Khong Sunflower House families 
have grown. Gipp, Gaysorn, Nati, Meephu, Mind, Pim and May 
joined the family over the past year. 

Because FTD staff in Thailand have long-term relationships 
with village headmen, orphanage directors and staff, and 
throughout Daughters’ villages, we often are aware of the 
most vulnerable children. When a bed opens, we head out to 
the villages to interview caretakers, or in absence thereof, 
village headmen and elders to meet at-risk girls, find out if 
they are a good fit for FTD and willing to join our family.  

New Daughter Gaysorn was able to join her FTD sister, Jun, 
for a six-week stay in the U.S. this spring.  

Please give a warm welcome to our newest members of the 
FTD family. We look forward to seeing the inspiring young 
women they will become.  

For information on Daughter Sponsorships, please visit our 
website and click on Donate or email us at 
info@friendsofthaidaughters.org. 
 

We are humbled and very thankful for 
the many FTD friends who opened their 
hearts and homes and invested their 
time, energy and enthusiasm on behalf 
of FTD’s Daughters over the past few 
months.  

Thank you to those who hosted us: Billy 
Brady, Barry Kean and Ray Luchetti, the 
Page Family, Lori Herman, Oriana van 
Daele, Patti Salvucci and Jesus Camelo, 
Mary Boyle, the Dretler Family, Heather 
Ho, Suzy Nam and John Brown, and 
Maia and Kevin Barmish.  

And we send along tremendous 
appreciation to the hardworking and 
creative Heroes and Role Models 
committee in Bangkok: Maia Hicks 
Barmish, Peta Bassett, Suzy Nam, and 
Layla Shaw.  

Many thanks to MTV Star Michael Dean 
for headlining both the Eyes for Thais 
event in New York City and Heroes and 
Role Models event in Bangkok.  

And to Micah Pexa who is trekking 
against trafficking on the Appalachian 
Trail in support of FTD, we are 
overwhelmed! 

It is truly difficult to express the 
gratitude we feel for the tremendous 
difference you are making in so many 
lives.  

Jane will be leading tours in Thailand in 
November, January and February. 
Please contact her for more details and 
information at jane@ 
FriendsofThaiDaughters.org. 

Khob khun kha, Patty & Jane 

Gipp, Age 15 Gaysorn, Age 14 Nati, Age 13 Meephu, Age 10 

Mind, Age 10 Pim, Age 10 May, Age 14 
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FTD Daughters gather together with the Heroes & Role Models committee in 
Bangkok. L to R: Maia Hicks Barmish, FTD volunteer Katie Dretler, Nara, Peta 
Bassett, May, Gaysorn, Dao, Seeda, Bushu, See, Faii, Jun, Lutha, Layla Shaw, 
Suzy Nam and Jane McBride.  

FTD Events in Thailand and the 
U.S. Raise Awareness and 
Support 
On April 18 folks gathered at Eyes for Thais in New York 
City to donate eye glasses for hill tribe villagers in need. 
On May 11, half a world away at the Anantara Siam 
Bangkok Hotel, folks gathered at the Heroes and Role 
Models Charity Dinner and Auction.  

MTV Star Michael Dean supported and headlined both 
events. Over 100 people attended Heroes and Role 
Models thanks to the hard work of event committee 
members Maia Hicks Barmish, Peta Bassett, Suzy Nam 
and Layla Shaw. 

In celebration of Mexicali Blues’ 30th Anniversary in April, 
FTD was the beneficiary of 30% of sale proceeds at 
Mexicali’s flagship store in Newcastle, Maine. 

Also, along the Atlantic seaboard, FTD supporters hosted 
visiting FTD Daughters Gaysorn and Jun to raise 
awareness of the work you make possible.  

Khob khun kha to everyone for an unbelievable Spring. 

 

Chef Dylan Jones and Chef Duangporn “Bo” Songvisava of Michelin-starred 
Bo.Ian created a menu of delectable offerings that had guests raving. L to R: 
May, Chef Dylan, Jun and Chef Bo at the May 11 event in Bangkok.   

Wonderful supporters from Bambi attend Heroes and Role Models. L to R: Faye 
Wheeler, Simmi Rajkitkul, Anette Andersen, Lia Segall Pasternak, Akiko Cayne, 
Layla Shaw, Emeline Valdes, and Emi Owaki. 

Guests enjoy the Heroes and Role Models Dinner and Charity Auction at the 
Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel.  
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Lori Herman and Oriana van Daele hosted friends to meet Gaysorn and Jun and 
learn about FTD at Lori’s home in April. L to R: Mary Beth Hamel, Susan 
Mitchell, Sara Orozco, Gaysorn, Lori, Jun, Oriana, Celeste Myers, Eva 
Thompson, and Beth Dininio. 

MTV Star and Role Models and Heroes emcee, Michael Dean, joins FTD 
Daughters May, Jun and Faii in Bangkok.  
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Micah Treks Against 
Trafficking 
Micah Pexa of Hawaii first visited the Chiang Rai 
Sunflower House in 2009 when he volunteered for six 
months as an English teacher, researcher and program 
assistant with co-founders Jane and Patty. 

Over the years, Micah would visit the Sunflower House 
whenever he travelled to Thailand and has kept in 
touch with many of the Daughters, watching them as 
they have grown up and graduated from college, 
traveled and worked in other countries, have careers 
and families of their own, and give back to FTD.  

During a visit in 2015, he was inspired to do even 
more to support FTD’s work. Drawn for years to hike 
the 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail in his quest to “live 
life outside the box,” he decided 2018 would be the 
year to make his dream come true while making 
dreams come true in Northern Thailand. Trekking 
Against Trafficking, Micah has created a website with a 
blog, Facebook page and GoFundMe page all in 
support of his goal to help girls and young women at 
risk of being trafficked in Northern Thailand. On April 
7, Micah surpassed his $10,000 GoFundMe goal in 
support of FTD and is now raising even more money 
for the program. 

To follow Micah’s journey, visit FTD’s website and click 
on Events, visit trekkingagainsttrafficking.com or 
follow Pexa’s Facebook page, Trekking Against 
Trafficking. Along the trail Micah is sharing his first-
hand experiences seeing lives lost to trafficking and 
also lives transformed by education and organizations 
like FTD.  

Thank you, Micah, and see you on Mount Katahdin! 

In 2002, Jane McBride and Patty Zinkowski were 
traveling in Northern Thailand when they encountered a 
group of 15 girls at risk of human trafficking, fending for 
themselves in an abandoned school. They decided 
instantly that they would help them and the idea of 
Friends of Thai Daughters was born. After three years of 
providing financial support from friends and family, they 
registered Friends of Thai Daughters as a 501(c)3 
charitable organization in 2005. 

FTD is a prevention organization, focusing its efforts on 
those most at risk of being trafficked. We use the U.S. 
State Department’s annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 
Report as a source of information on the status of 
trafficking in Thailand and also for identifying risk 
factors.  

FTD is an intensive, comprehensive and long-term 
program. We provide food, clothing, education, 
healthcare, housing and emotional support in a family 
environment. As of 2016, we operate safe houses, or 
Sunflower Houses, in Chiang Rai and Chiang Khong for 
Daughters ages 8-19. FTD also provides funding, 
emotional support and guidance for non-resident 
Daughters including university students and graduates. 

 

FTD Primer 
 

LIT Club Lite Started 
LIT Club has proved so powerful and popular with the 
Sunflower House families that this year FTD is bringing 
“LIT Club Lite” to neighboring villages. Twenty-four girls 
are now participating.  

LIT Club’s literacy, self-esteem, and English-focused 
curriculum is paired with other topics including sex 
education and hygiene. 
 

 
 
Chiang Khong Daughters and LIT Club Lite leaders Suda and Nara (left), 
and Nakhamsee and Seeda (right), at a club meeting with young girls in 
the village of Song Pe Nang. 

Micah Pexa visiting the Chiang Rai Sunflower House in 2015 (clockwise 
from the top – Busuoy with Moo, Lutha, Micah, Gaeng, May, Som-o, 
Meesa, and Ratree); Micah on the Appalachian Trail on the 
Tennessee/Virginia border in May 2018.  
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Preventing Child Trafficking in the Golden Triangle 
Web: www.friendsofthaidaughters.org 

Email: info@friendsofthaidaughters.org 

PO Box 370  
Trevett, ME 04571 USA 

Two Maine Events Planned This Year 

FTD Advisor Kate Horgan and her husband Bob are opening up 
their home in East Boothbay, Maine for two U.S.-based FTD 
events this year: Loy Krathong on Linekin on August 3 and the 
Horgan Hoedown on October 6. Click on Events on FTD’s 
homepage for more information and to buy tickets. 

Loy Krathong is a Thai holiday which takes place on the 
evening of the full moon of the 12th month in the 
traditional Thai lunar calendar. To celebrate, “baskets” are 
made out of banana leaves, flowers and candles and floated 
on rivers. Inspired by the beauty of this holiday, Loy Krathong 
on Linekin will awaken your palate, delight your eyes, spark 
your imagination and nourish your soul on Linekin Bay. 
Knickerbocker Group and The First are sponsoring the event. 
Limited tickets are on sale now. 

The Horgan Hoedown will be a foot-stomping, cider-making, 
and pie-eating party for the whole family with the best mid-
coast Maine has to offer during harvest season including a pig 
roast and lots of surprises. Whet your whistle and saddle on 
up! More details to come. 

Please email us for information about the events and 
sponsorships.  


